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Weed "Maui Wowie, The Beginning" 

View from My Stash House 
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Pakalolo Poster Trip 
One of the effects of growing killer buds is when you smoke them you come up with ideas that 

sound great when your high. In 1977, me and a good friend figured we could make a fortune selling 
posters of our buds, which were better than anything shown in the new High Times magazine. We 
paid his brother in law and girlfriend to fly over from Oahu to model for us and I shot these photos. It 
was a real fun shoot that was totally off  the wall, even back then. All the photos are posed and the 
models have nothing to do with the pot, which is why we used models. We harvested the buds as 
the photos were taken and they were smoked or sold a long time ago. 

I wanted to capture not only the unreal buds, but the fantasy lifestyle of growing in Hana. My 
friend really did live in the jungle shack in upper Nahiku that's in the photos. The waterfall was 
near by. The bud hedge in front of          his house was real, until the first helicopter raid forced him to pull 
them out. He hid the pot in a cave and replanted them days after the raid. They grew even bigger. 

I lived in the jungle near by at that time and remember the first "green harvest" raid by the 
National Guard well. I was awaken by this racket and opened my back door to see what the hell was 
going on. There was a helicopter gun ship hovering over some trees close by with all its weapons pointed 
at me. I was naked and raised my hands in mock surrender. The raid was kind of a cartoon, total 
overkill, and didn't find any of my plants. The worst thing was the attention the raids brought to our 
secret little paradise. Soon everyone knew there was pot growing in Hana. 

Back then no one really knew about our secret Nakiku Garden of   Eden. You had to know one of 
us or stumble across it by luck to find it. It    was like a version of the Leonardo DiCaprio movie "The 
Beach" but more exotic and real.  I knew without dated photographs no one would image or believe 
it really happened.   The myth of Maui Wowie is not as fantastical as it really was.

Luckily, we never got it together enough to actually make, and sell, the posters, which would 
have brought even more unwanted attention to our bitchen lifestyle. I found out later that someone I 
knew stole the idea, and took photos of some girls with Maui buds and began selling them. They 
were all promptly arrested. Karma? 
Later I did make some Pakalolo poster from the photographs. I still sell limited series today.  They are 
now rare collectors art and the only images of the beginning of the cannabis industry in Hawaii
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Weed "Pakalolo Poster Trip" 

Nahiku Jungle Shack 
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Dakine Hedge 
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Playing in the Garden 
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